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the strengthening of the powers of the mind than to
acquiring the furniture of crudities, is the key-note of
Locke's advice on the ' Conduct of the Understanding/
and is one of the most important points on which the
naturalistic school insists. This view of the objects of
study is given most clearly in Locke's remarks upon this
subject, which were written in his journal for his own use
alone.1 He says, < Our first and great duty is to bring to
our studies »nd t<f our inquiries after knowledge a mind
covetous of truth ; that seeks after nothing else, and
after that impartially, and embraces it, how poor, how
contemptible, and how unfashionable soever it may be.'
Again, at the conclusion of the essay, * I will only say
this one thing concerning books, that however it has got
the name, yet converse with books is not in my opinion
the principal part of study; there are two others that
ought to be joined with it, each whereof constitutes
their share to our improvement in knowledge, and these
are meditation and discourse. Reading, methinks, is
but collecting the rough materials, amongst which a great
deal must^ be laid aside as useless. Meditation is as it
were choosing and fitting the materials, framing the
timbers, squaring and laying the stones, and raising the
building; and discourse with a friend (for wrangling in a
dispute is of little use) is as it were surveying the struc-
ture, walking in the rooms, and observing the symmetry
and agreement of the parts, taking notice of the solidity
or defects of the works, and the best way to find out and
correct what is amiss; besides that it helps often to dis-
cover truths, and fix them in our minds as much as
either of the other two.'
Locke agrees with the rest of the advocates of the natu-
ralistic school in insisting on a practical education, which
1 This essay is reprinted by Mr. Quick.

